Persistence of organ- and iso-antigens in vitro in a long-term culture cell line of colonic carcinoma.
Cells of colonic carcinoma line HT-29, cultured over more than 170 generations and extensively used in immunological studies of patients with colorectal tumours, still express several immunologically valuable characteristics presumably present since its inception. The cell line can induce a poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma in the nude mouse, it has human antigenic characteristics, it expresses blood group A antigen, and produces a colon-specific mucin and CEA, though not colon cancer-specific mucin (CCM). It remains useful as a target for in vitro testing of anti-tumour immunoreactivity in colorectal cancer patients.